	 
GOPIO 25th ANNIVERSARY JUBILEE CONVENTION 2014 UPDATES
The Global Organization of People of Indian Origin (GOPIO International) has scheduled its 25th (Jubilee) Anniversary in Port of Spain in Trinidad & Tobago, with a 3-day gala celebration on 27th to 29th May, 2014 preceding the annual Indian Arrival Day commemoration in that country. GOPIO International Trinidad & Tobago Chapter will be the convention host, along with a well organized convention team which includes GOPIO's regional and international chapters, executives, councils and life members, as well as businesses, government, organizations and academic supporters. 
 
Theme: The Indian Diaspora - Today and Tomorrow
Convention Convener: Ena Maraj, (Trinidad) President of GOPIO Int'l Chapter of Trinidad & Tobago

General Convener: Dr. Arnold Thomas (St. Vincent), GOPIO International Coordinator, Caribbean 

 

Program Outline
 
Tuesday, 27th May
Welcome Reception & Dinner (sponsored by Labidco Port Services)

Buses to take delegates from hotel to venue and back
 

Wednesday, 28th May
GOPIO Meetings (Radisson Hotel, Port of Spain):

· 10:00am – 12:00pm - Executive Council 
· 12:30pm – 1:30pm - Lunch

· 1:30pm –   4:30pm - International Council & Elections
· 9:30am -- 12:30pm - Business to Business (B-to-B) Meetings

· Registration

· Welcome

· Introductions

· Investment & Trade Opportunities in Trinidad & Tobago

· Investment & Trade Opportunities in St Vincent & Grenadines

· Investment & Trade Opportunities in Guyana

· Break

· Success Stories of Doing Business in the Caribbean

· Free Enterprise, Market Economy and Business Successes

· The Growth of Education and Medical Services for Bi-Lateral Trade 
· Media as Marketing Tool in Emerging Economies

· Conclusion

· Thanks & Appreciation

· Networking 

· 6:30am -- 9:30pm – An Evening Under the Stars –
                                      An dinner evening extravaganza at Fernando Hill

                                      Buses to take delegates from hotel to venue and back
· Welcome

· Dinner
· Film #1
· Performance
· Film #2
· Song & Dance
· Cultural Presentation
· Milestones

· Thanks & Appreciation

 

Thursday, 29th May
Conference (Radisson Hotel, Port of Spain, Trinidad & Tobago)
Theme: The Indian Diaspora - Today and Tomorrow
 
Conference Program
From

To

Session

8:30am

9:30am

Registration

9:00am

10:00am

Session I - Inaugural Session

Indian Diaspora Today & Tomorrow
Chief Guest: Shri G. Gupta, Indian Ambassador to Trinidad & Tobago
10:00am

11:00am

Session IIA

Global & Regional Diaspora Investments & Economic Opportunities

Session IIB

The Indian Diaspora: Issues, Challenges & Opportunities

11:00am

11:15am 

Break

11:15am

12:30pm

Session III

Diaspora’s Youth, Children, Gender & Inter-Generational Issues

12:30pm

1:30pm

Lunch

1:30pm

2:30pm

Session IV

Multi-Cultural Diversity & Inter-Ethnic Cooperation in the Indian Diaspora

2:30pm

3:30pm

Session V

Education, Science & Technology as Significant Assets in the Indian Diaspora

3:30pm

3:45pm

Break

3:45pm

4:45pm

Session VI

Health, Wellness, Lifestyle & Nutritional Factors in the Indian Diaspora

4:45pm

5:00pm

Session VII – Resolutions

GOPIO’s 25th Anniversary Resolutions

5:00pm

5:15pm

Session VIII –  Conclusion

Wrap-up & Conclusion

Thursday, 29th May – starting at 6:30pm
· Awards Banquet and Gala Radisson Hotel, Port of Spain, Trinidad & Tobago
GOPIO Jubilee Recognition & Cultural Presentations - For outstanding achievements in selected categories which contribute to benefit or betterment of life for people of the Indian Diaspora.
Friday, 30th May 10:00am – 2:00pm (Indian Arrival Day, Trinidad & Tobago) 
Unveiling of Indian Arrival Monument at Waterloo-by-the-Sea

Buses to take delegates from hotel to venue and back

· Seating

· Introductions

· Historical Background

· Unveiling

· Remarks

· Recognition

· Thanks and Appreciation

· Lunch
Friday, 30th May 5:30pm – 9:00pm (Indian Arrival Day, Trinidad & Tobago)
Indian Arrival Commemoration at National Centre for Indian Culture (NCIC)  at Diwali Nagar
An evening of culture and commemoration by National Centre for Indian Culture (NCIC) 
Buses to take delegates from hotel to venue and back

Saturday, 31st May (Optional) Visit to Nelson Island Arrival Site
Buses to take delegates from hotel to venue and back

Cost per delegate $40 USD

Contact: Dr. Kumar Mahabir at dmahabir@gmail.com
Saturday, 31st May (Onwards - Optional)
· Tourism 2-day Visits - nearby Tobago, Barbados, Aruba, Guyana, etc

· Amral/TravelSpan based in New York & Trinidad www.travelspan.com ("GOPIO Packages")

· Urmila Persad at Urmala@amralstravel.com or Vasti Ballieraj at Vashti@amralstravel.com
· Tel: 1-718 845-0437 Ext. 1153 or Ext 1166.

Hotel Accommodations at Radisson Hotel, Wrightson Road, Port of Spain, Trinidad 

· Single or double occupancy $135 USD + tax 

· Includes breakfast and internet; early check-in and late check-out

· Direct booking:  bookings@rposthotel.com  Tel: 1-868-625-3361-6 Ext 6604

· Booking code:  CPGOPIO
Hostel Accommodations at University of West Indies, St Augustine (Port of Spain), Trinidad

· $50USD per room within University of West Indies complex 

· Contact: Mahadaye Ramlagan, Convention Secretary, at  mramlagan@gmail.com 
Hospitality Accommodations - families hosting international delegates

· Contact: Seeta Sahatoo (Hospitality)  seeta17@yahoo.co.uk
Airport Pick-up  - for small groups of delegates arriving together

· Send name, country, arrival date & time, airline & flight number to:

Ena Maraj at e.maraj@yahoo.com and Mahadaye Ramlagan  mramlagan@gmail.com and 
Air, Hotel, Tourism Package Bookings  - air, hotel and holiday packages with options

· Amral/TravelSpan based in New York & Trinidad www.travelspan.com ("GOPIO Packages")

· Urmila Persad at Urmala@amralstravel.com or Vasti Ballieraj at Vashti@amralstravel.com
· Tel: 1-718 845-0437 Ext. 1153 or Ext 1166.

Advertising & Sponsorships
· Advertising per 1-page and ½ page in commemorative Souvenir Brochure

· Sponsors and Patrons available at grand, platinum, gold and silver levels

· Contact: Deo Gosine (Grand Patron)   deogosine@gmail.com
Advertising & Sponsorships
· Table top displays – limited number available for display of services, books, film, ect.

· Contact Dr Indrani Rampersad & Dr. Kumar Mahabir (Displays)  i_rampersad@yahoo.com , dmahabir@gmail.com
Souvenir Brochure -a comprehensive commemorative keepsake 120-page Souvenir Brochure
· Articles: Contact Ashook Ramsaran at Ramsaran@aol.com 

· Advertising: Contact Deo Gosine (Grand Patron)   deogosine@gmail.com
Registration - for all convention events

· No charge to delegates registering before May 15, 2014.
· After May 15: Nominal charge of $25 USD per delegate payable upon registration.
· Contact: Mahadaye Ramlagan, Convention Secretary, at  mramlagan@gmail.com
Contacts: 

Ena Maraj (Convener)  e.maraj@yahoo.com 

Dr Arnold Thomas (General Convener & Conference Coordinator)   arnoldthom@yahoo.co.uk 

Deo Gosine (Grand Patron & Business Co-Chairperson)   deogosine@gmail.com 

Shalima Mohammed (Public Relations Coordinator)  sentra046@hotmail.com 

Seeta Sahatoo (Hospitality Coordinator)  seeta17@yahoo.co.uk 

Dr. Jerome Teelucksingh (Conference Co-Coordinator)  j_teelucksingh@yahoo.com  
Dr Indrani Rampersad (Conference Co-Coordinator)  i_rampersad@yahoo.com
Dr. Kumar Mahabir (Conference Co-Coordinator)  dmahabir@gmail.com
Mahadaye Ramlagan (Convention Secretary)  mahadaye.ramlagan@gmail.com 

  

	


